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Major Land Uses

- Forestry - pulp

- Recreation: fishing, paddling

- Mining: nickel, gold, uranium


Main Communities

- La Ronge

- Sudbury

- North Bay


Aboriginal Peoples

Robinson-Superior Treaty

Treaties 5, 9, & 10  

Dene, Cree, Ojibway


Parks and Natural Areas

Pukaskwa National Park


Further Information

Rob Gardner



The forest growing between the 
innumerable	 ponds and bogs 
quickly dries out. Forest fires 
are a natural part of this 
ecosystem, but their frequency 
is increasing due to climate 
change.
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When driving the Trans 
Canada Highway east 
from Winnipeg, and not 
far from Falcon Lake, the 
fertile fields suddenly end 
as the granitic Canadian 
Shield erupts from below.

The Canadian Shield covers much of central Canada. Its crystalline rocks, 
mainly granite and gneiss, have been rounded by a BILLION years of 

weathering. Finally, in just the last million years, glaciers have carried away most 
of the accumulated soil, leaving only a thin covering of organic material.


In this fresh outcrop, the layers are not sedimentary. Dark and light minerals 
have grouped together under unimaginable pressure. This metamorphic banding 

is typical of gneiss (pronounced “nice”). The vertical lines are drill holes about 2 
cm in diameter which were filled with dynamite to blast a path for the highway.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Shield
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Lake Superior and the Canadian Shield seem 
inseparable. For 500 km, the traveller passes 
along this dramatic partnership.



While aboriginal people and early fur traders travelled by canoe through the endless 
network of rivers and lakes, the advent of the bush aircraft brought relatively quick and 
easy access to the northwoods. This period of transition is described by Halvor 
Ausland in his website  ( https://www.jkcc.com/ ) ( https://www.jkcc.com/lefty/). Many 
archival photos and audio recordings bring that period back to life.

Uncounted lakes, separated by quagmires of mossy muskeg prevented commercial 
development. Two non-traditional vehicles - the small bush plane and the Nodwell tracked 
vehicle - allowed industry to explore the challenging environment of the Boreal Forest.

http://www.foremost.ca/explore-vehicle-products/nodwell-series
https://www.jkcc.com/
https://www.jkcc.com/lefty/


Vast boreal forests supply numerous pulp 
and paper operations, as well as sawmills.

These skeletal 
railway cars, 
with their 
distinctive 
diagonal ribs, 
carry lumber 
exclusively.
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Three generations of happy 
fishermen on Shadd Lake in 
northern Saskatchewan

Photos by Bruce McLeod


